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Description:
The drawing is a portrait of William Shakespeare divided into several sections. Each student colored one
part, which was later assembled to form a complete image, resulting in a collaborative mural.

Art:
Students used colored pencils to complete their individual sections, applying basic coloring
techniques and attention to detail. Each student worked independently, choosing colors creatively
without coordinating with classmates. The final result was a vibrant and colorful image that
reflects the diversity of  individual expression within the collaborative mural.

Purpose:
The activity was carried out to commemorate the birth and death of William Shakespeare
on April 23, highlighting his importance as a historical figure. Through this project,
teamwork and artistic expression were encouraged.

Esc. El Límite, Panamá Oeste, Ninth Grade
Teacher: José Yancarlos Mendoza
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Advancing Through Teamwork
April has been a month marked by
collaboration, creativity, and innovation.
Teachers and supervisors worked closely
to strengthen their understanding of the
new program and exchanged strategies to
enhance its implementation.

Our school visits confirmed with
satisfaction that teachers are consistently
teaching aligned themes and following
the program. This progress reflects a
significant step toward the nationwide
standardization of the new curriculum; an
achievement that highlights our collective
commitment.

We encourage you to maintain this
enthusiasm. The positive outcomes and
feedback we are already receiving
demonstrate the impact of your
dedication.

We also extend our appreciation to the
Metropolitan School of Panama, whose
annual workshops continue to provide
valuable insights into current pedagogical
practices.

Preparations for the national English
test are advancing. To support this
process, instructional videos and
slides in both English and Spanish
have been developed 

 for teachers, grade-level educators, and
principals. These resources clarify the
objectives of the tests and provide
guidance on data entry procedures.
April also offered opportunities for
community engagement. Schools
celebrated Easter and English Language
Day, fostering unity and providing
students with meaningful occasions to
practice and showcase their language
skills.

As we reflect on these accomplishments,
it is clear that each initiative, whether
through classroom innovation, national
test preparation, or community
celebrations, contributes to a stronger,
more unified educational system. The
collective efforts of teachers, supervisors,
and partner institutions are laying the
foundation for lasting impact, ensuring
that our students are well-prepared to
thrive academically and personally.

Thank you for your continued
commitment to excellence. Together, we
are advancing education and achieving
milestones that will benefit students
across the country.

 Kind regards,

Ms. Davina Cole



With the aim of strengthening the
emotional well-being of the educational
community at Anastasia Mitre School,
located in Palmas Bellas, Colón, the first
psycho-pedagogical office was
inaugurated. It is staffed by a
psychologist and a social worker who
will provide guidance and support to
students, parents, teachers, and
administrative staff.

Verushka Ordás, National Director of
Psychoeducational Services, stated that
this office will provide socio-emotional
support, develop preventive programs,
and offer timely individual attention in
coordination with other school
departments, such as special education
and guidance.

She explained that with the
implementation of 33 new offices, the
Ministry of Education will impact more
than 34,000 students in 54 schools,
reaching for the first time the regions of
Guna Yala and Ngäbe-Buglé, for a total
of 212 offices nationwide.

Social worker Victoria Chirú described
the initiative as both a challenge and a
rewarding team effort to support
students.

School principal Maura Lawrence
emphasized that this space will foster
understanding, strengthen emotions,
and help students discover their
potential.

This new office will also benefit nearby
schools in the Colón region.

New Psycho-Pedagogical Office in Colón Will
Benefit Hundreds of Students

Regional News & Updates
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Letter from the Editor

As we welcome the April 2026
edition of our newsletter, we
continue to celebrate the dedication,
innovation, and collaborative spirit
that define our educational
community.

This month’s edition highlights
meaningful progress in the
implementation of the new English
curriculum, with a particular focus
on assessment as a tool for learning.
As explored in our feature article,
evaluation is evolving beyond
traditional practices to become a
dynamic, reflective process that
supports the development of
competencies and real-world
communication skills. This shift
challenges us to rethink how we
measure learning and how we guide
our students toward meaningful
language use.

Across our regional sections, we
witness this transformation in
action. From professional
development initiatives such as
METWork and regional workshops,
to classroom experiences that
promote creativity, inclusion, and
active student engagement, teachers
are shaping learning environments
that truly reflect the goals of the new
curriculum.

We also celebrate opportunities that
extend beyond our borders. 
The Barbados–Panama Study Visit
reminds us of the importance of
international collaboration in
strengthening language learning,
exchanging best practices, and
fostering intercultural
understanding among educators
and students alike.

This edition features Daniel Edwards
in our Profile of the Month,
recognizing a career grounded in
commitment, growth, and impact.
Our additional sections, including
Teacher Quick Takes, Resource
Corner, and Quick Share Corner,
offer practical ideas and tools to
support your ongoing work.

Happy Reading!

Raúl Sieiro
Editor, The Monthly Networker



By Claudia De Leon

In alignment with the recent curricular
updates to English education within the
Panamanian education system, a
comprehensive evaluation framework
has been introduced to guide teachers
toward practices that adhere to a
competency-based approach, in
accordance with Article 19 of Executive
Decree 810. 

The evaluation options outlined in
circular DNA 0174-2026 not only build
upon the essential principles established
in Article 19 but also bring significant
enhancements that effectively align with
the new curriculum, ensuring a more
relevant and impactful educational
experience.

This first component focuses on
summative evaluations (1/3),
incorporating partial tests, skills
workshops, and activities connected to
interdisciplinary projects.  This
approach enables the collection of
valuable evidence regarding academic
progress over the designated period, 

The Road to Implementing a New Curriculum
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Transforming English Language Evaluation in
Panama

Additionally, for multigrade schools or
those with limited English instructional
hours, a third option is available: a
quarterly evaluation based on focused 21st-
century projects.

This alternative aims to assess language
comprehension and production in
meaningful contexts, while flexibly
adapting to the unique conditions of the
educational environment, without
compromising the competency-based
framework.

ensuring a strong link between content and
competencies.

The second component involves quarterly
assessments and introduces innovative
features by offering various evaluation
methods. 

These options include a mixed model that
combines averages of 21st-century project
grades with a written exam, as well as
integrative projects that practically apply
the learning acquired during themed
lessons and classroom projects. 
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Furthermore, the appreciation component
acknowledges crucial learning dimensions;
that expanded evaluative perspective
encompasses essential attitudinal aspects
that, while often overlooked, are vital for
the holistic development of students and
the establishment of effective
communicative competence.

Implementing the guidelines presents
both challenges and opportunities for
English educators. Teachers are
encouraged to rethink traditional
practices and embrace a more intricate
and relevant evaluative approach that
aligns closely with language's intrinsic
nature as a tool for communication. 

In this emerging landscape, evaluation
involves observing, interpreting, and
supporting the development of
competencies that enable students to
thrive in real-world contexts.

Consequently, assessment evolves from
a conclusive aspect of education into a
vital component of the learning process
itself.
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“A experience was designed by teachers for teachers”, it describes METWork, a special
event where the academic teams of the Metropolitan School of Panama open their
doors to welcome MEDUCA teachers.  For the past 14 years, this academic event has
brought together teachers from various regions to learn from a range of speakers, who  
share effective and innovative teaching practices.

The inspiring workshops presented in METWork 2026, such as "Empowering Teachers:
Adapting Materials Using Inclusive Practices," "From Chaos to Clarity: Communication
Strategies," and "Strengthening English Language Acquisition Through Phonics: Hear It, See
It, Read It!" offer invaluable opportunities to enrich classroom practices in our public
schools.
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Every year, English Language Week
offers more than a celebration—it is an
opportunity to transform our
classrooms into spaces where language
comes alive. In accordance with
Resolution No. 609 (March 30, 2005), as
amended by Resolution No. 1697 (April
4, 2012), all public and private schools
across the country will once again take
part in this meaningful initiative.

For 2026, English Language Week will
be celebrated from June 15 to June 19,
following the official school calendar

Proposed by the Panamá Oeste
Educational Region, the  theme  “English
Language: Passport to the World” is  
more than a slogan—it is a call to action. 

As English teachers, we know that
language is not only a subject to be
taught, but a bridge that connects our
students to new cultures, ideas, and
opportunities. 

English becomes their “passport,”
enabling them to explore beyond their
immediate environment and envision a
broader future.

A Collective Effort

English Language Week is also an
opportunity to strengthen collaboration
within the educational community.
Teachers, administrators, students, and
families all play a role in making this
celebration impactful. By working
together, schools can create enriching
experiences that go beyond the
classroom.

Moving Forward with Purpose

As educators, our role is to inspire, guide,
and open doors. This celebration reminds
us that teaching English is not only about
grammar or vocabulary—it is about
equipping students with a lifelong tool for
connection and growth.

English Language Week 2026:
Bringing “The World” into Our
Classroom

Regional News & Updates



Barbados - Panama Study Visit Strengthens
Language Learning and Regional Collaboration
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From 11 to 17 April 2026, a group of 15
secondary school students and 8
Spanish teachers from Barbados
participated in a Study Visit to Panama,
organised by CAF – Development Bank
of Latin America and the Caribbean, in
partnership with Ciudad del Saber,
within the framework of the SOMOS –
Spanish Opens More Opportunities
programme.

The Study Visit was designed as a full
immersion experience aimed at
strengthening participants’ Spanish
language skills, fostering intercultural
understanding, and promoting closer
ties between Barbados and Panama.
Throughout the week, students and
teachers engaged in daily Spanish
language sessions, alongside a rich
programme of cultural and educational
activities, including visits to key
historical and cultural sites such as
Casco Viejo, the Panama Canal
(Miraflores Locks), and the Biomuseo.
The       programme       also         included 

workshops on innovation,
sustainability, and entrepreneurship,
contributing to the development of
critical 21st-century skills.

A central component of the programme
was the academic exchange with
Panamanian institutions, which
provided participants with valuable
insights into the country’s education
system and its approaches to language
learning. These exchanges created
meaningful opportunities for dialogue,
peer learning, and the sharing of best
practices in language education.
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A particularly significant highlight of
the Study Visit was the roundtable
discussion between education
professionals from both countries. The
session brought together Ms Davina
Cole, Director of the National
Directorate for Foreign Language
Teaching (DNELE) at the Ministry of
Education (MEDUCA), three (3) English
teachers from Panama, and seven (7)
Spanish teachers from Barbados. The
discussion, titled “What brings us
together? Our shared challenges”,
provided a dynamic space to reflect on
common classroom realities, student
motivation, and the evolving role of
language education. 

Participants exchanged practical
experiences and explored innovative
approaches to teaching languages,
identifying opportunities for continued
collaboration and professional
development between educators in
Barbados and Panama.

The involvement of MEDUCA was
instrumental in enriching this dialogue

and strengthening institutional links
between both countries. The presence
and active engagement of its
representatives underscored Panama’s
commitment to international
cooperation in education and to the
promotion of multilingual competencies
as a driver of development.

The Study Visit forms part of CAF’s
broader efforts to position Spanish as a
strategic tool for employability, regional
integration, and economic opportunity
in the English-speaking Caribbean. 



I N S P I R I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E V E R Y  L E S S O N

T H E  M O N T H L Y  N E T W O R K E RA P R I L  2 0 2 6  |  V O L .  2 0

In 2025, I had the opportunity to travel to
Edinburgh to attend the  IATEFL
International Conference 2025. It was only
one week, but it was a week that truly
transformed the way I see teaching.

During the conference, I learned about new
strategies, shared ideas with teachers from
different parts of the world and reflected on
my own classroom practices. 

However, the experience was not limited to
the sessions. Walking through the city,
visiting new places, and experiencing its
culture made everything even more
meaningful. I found Edinburgh to be a safe,
beautiful, and unique city, with a special
atmosphere that made me feel comfortable
and inspired.

From Edinburgh to Panama: A Week That
Changed My Teaching
By Professor Guillermo Alvarez

Spotlight Section

This year, Panama has taken an important
step by implementing a new English
curriculum based on the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages. For
me, this change connects directly with what I
experienced in Edinburgh.

The ideas of communication, real-life
language use, and student-centered learning
are no longer just concepts I heard about—
they are now part of our educational reality.

This new curriculum represents an
opportunity. It challenges us as teachers to
grow, to adapt, and to rethink how we teach
English in our classrooms. At the same time,
it opens doors for our students, giving them
the tools they need to communicate
confidently in a global context.

Teacher Alvarez at  Escuela Primaria Soloy.
 Comarca Ngäbe Buglé (Región Nedrini)
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Colón, Panama, recently hosted a
meaningful educational visit as students
from the Access Program participated in
an enriching exchange focused on
language learning through real-life
content. The activity provided students
with the opportunity to engage in
discussions about cultural identity, shared
values, and the importance of embracing
their heritage while pursuing academic
and personal goals.

The event featured remarks by
Ambassador   Cabrera, a     proud     Cuban 
 

American, whose message highlighted the
connections that unite Latin American
communities. Also in attendance was
DNELE Director Davina Cole,
underscoring the strong collaboration
between educational institutions and
diplomatic partners to support student
development.

This initiative reflects the ongoing
commitment in Colón to promote
educational opportunities and create
spaces for dialogue, learning, and mutual
growth among young people in the region.
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In Chiriquí, on April 17, an institutional
fair was held where government
institutions showcased their work and
programs. MEDUCA participated, and
DNELE presented the work it carries out
in schools.

We also introduced the new English
curriculum in Panamanian education,
based on the Common European
Framework of Reference and adapted to
the national context.  It begins with topics
such   as family, animals, and places, then 

expands to students’ communities, and
later to Panama’s biodiversity, culture,
and traditions. At higher levels, students
develop English for academic and
professional purposes.

The activity included interaction with
students through a question-and-answer
game. Events like this highlight students’
motivation and promote English as a tool
for social development, especially for
those in the comarcas.
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Teachers from the English departments of
the Ricardo Miró, Ernesto T. Lefevre,
Omar Torrijos Herrera, Manuel A.
Amador, and Francisco Arias Paredes
educational centers participated in a
pedagogical workshop aimed at
enhancing the quality of education
through teaching methods aligned with
the updated English curriculum.

Thanks to the invaluable support               
of Professor Nancy Osorio and the
contribution of Quality Leadership (QLU),
educators       from      all    levels   had   the

opportunity to clarify questions related to
quarterly and weekly planning. The
session was led by English Regional
Supervisor Nilka Luna and Coordinator
Dennise Concepción.

One of the key outcomes of the workshop
was the creation of spaces for professional
development, fostering improved
teaching practices, promoting meaningful
learning, and supporting educational
transformation through active teacher
participation.



PANAMA OESTE
Regional Highlights
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Creativity and a love for reading came alive at Escuela Bilingüe República de Costa
Rica, where teacher Keyda Bellido implemented the engaging Book Passarella activity
with kindergarten students in celebration of Spanish Language Day. Through this
initiative, children had the opportunity to showcase their favorite books in a fun and
dynamic way, combining reading, oral expression, and play.

This experience stood out not only for promoting early literacy skills, but also for
building students’ confidence, encouraging participation, and strengthening family
involvement. We extend our appreciation to teacher Keyda for this inspiring effort
and encourage other teachers across the country to continue creating meaningful,
creative learning experiences that foster a love for reading from the earliest years.
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To deepen first- and second-grade
students’ understanding of the meaning of
Easter at Rogelio Sinán School in the San
Miguelito Region, they participated in a
series of carefully planned activities
focused on its significance. These
activities were designed to be engaging
and age-appropriate, allowing students to
explore the meaning of Easter in a way
that was both meaningful and
memorable. Through guided discussions
and hands-on experiences, students were
able   to   connect   the celebration with  its

 underlying message.

Throughout the process, students
developed creativity and strengthened
their active participation skills. They
demonstrated their learning by sharing
experiences, creating crafts, singing
songs, and expressing reflections related
to the Resurrection of Jesus. By presenting
their work and ideas to their peers, they
not only reinforced their understanding
but also built confidence and a sense of
community within the classroom.

CELEBRATING EASTER THROUGH CREATIVITY AND
LEARNING AT ROGELIO SINÁN SCHOOL



SAN MIGUELITO
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The Reinforcement Showcase on the
Implementation of the New English
Curriculum, held in the San Miguelito
region, was conceived as a professional
development space aimed at
strengthening teachers’ pedagogical
practices. The event brought together
educators from primary, pre-media, and
academic secondary levels, fostering a
deeper understanding of the curriculum
through practical, evidence-based
approaches.

Facilitators representing preschool,
elementary, and high school levels led the
showcase, drawing from their own
classroom    experiences    with    the    new 

REINFORCEMENT SHOWCASE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE NEW ENGLISH CURRICULUM

curriculum. Their objective was to
demonstrate that its implementation is
both feasible and effective. Through their
presentations, they illustrated how
teachers can create dynamic, engaging,
and participatory learning environments
by incorporating real-life materials and
integrating technology as a central
component of instruction.

Throughout the showcase, participants
gained valuable insights into designing
detailed lesson plans, applying effective
classroom strategies, and utilizing both
digital and physical instructional
resources. By observing successful
classroom practices, teachers were able to 

Supervisors, principals, and sub-directors from schools across the region gathered
eagerly to explore the ins and outs of bringing the new curriculum to life.
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better understand how these approaches
enhance student learning and promote
active classroom engagement.

This initiative reflects a strong
commitment to continuous professional
development and the ongoing
improvement of teaching and learning
processes. As a result, educators are
better equipped to design engaging
lessons, implement interactive activities,
and foster meaningful student
participation, ensuring the effective
delivery of the new English curriculum in
a dynamic, interactive, and student-
centered way.

Integrating songs into lessons enhances listening
comprehension by engaging both visual and cognitive
pathways in a natural and engaging way. Rhythm,
repetition, and vivid cues help students process and
retain language more effectively, while the
multisensory approach keeps learning dynamic,
meaningful, and enjoyable.

The photograph shows teachers presenting a low-cost,
real-life material to support reading comprehension.
Using simple, accessible resources, it promotes student
interaction and helps learners understand texts
through visual, hands-on activities, demonstrating
that effective tools need not be expensive, but
meaningful and engaging.

High school facilitators deepened teachers’
understanding of curriculum planning and its
connection to essential competencies. Teachers also
explored effective strategies for teaching listening and
reading, expanding their classroom toolkit.



VERAGUAS
Regional Highlights
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As part of the English Day celebration,
eleven schools in Veraguas paid tribute to
William Shakespeare, recognizing his
lasting influence on the English language.
Inspired by Sonnet 18, students engaged
in activities such as recitations, murals,
videos, and presentations that showcased
their creativity, comprehension, and
language skills.

Institutions such as Escuela Normal Juan
Demóstenes Arosemena stood out for
their formal ceremonies, where the
sonnet was delivered with precision and
respect. Others, including IPT Pablo
Pinzón, Colegio Juan José Cánovas, and
Instituto Urracá, combined artistic
expression with research through murals

and visual displays of Shakespeare’s life
and work.

Schools such as Jaime Melamed, La Peña,
and Bonifacio Alvarado in Soná
incorporated dynamic formats like civic
events and audiovisual productions,
making classical literature more
accessible to younger audiences.
Meanwhile, IPT Alto de Piedra, IPT César
Clavel, and Ricardo Martinelli Pardini
reinforced English learning through
creative expression.

These initiatives highlight English as a
living legacy that continues to inspire
across generations.
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At C.B.G. Roberto Cibala, located in Norte
de Santa Fe, in the corregimiento of Río
Luis, an old wooden door has been
transformed into something unexpected:
a gallery. Hand-cut letters carefully
arranged across its surface spell out “The
Best of Panama.” Surrounding them,
photographs of the Panama Canal are
mounted on pink construction paper,
decorated with glitter flowers and
descriptive words such as “famous,”
“interesting,” and “history.”

There are no interactive screens here. No
freshly painted walls. No air
conditioning.

Yet within this modest setting, something
powerful is taking place.

This image, captured in one of Panama’s
public schools, reflects a defining truth
about the Panamanian educator: teaching
is not limited by infrastructure—it is
driven by vocation. Where there is a
teacher committed to forming citizens
with identity and critical thinking, any
space can become a classroom.

The Ministry of Education recognizes that
the quality of education is built daily by
teachers who, through creativity and
dedication, rise above material
limitations to provide meaningful
learning experiences. What may appear
to be  a  simple  poster  about the Panama 

Teaching Beyond Walls: The True
Strength of Education
By Professor Ilsa Herrera

Success Story - Veraguas

Canal is, in reality, much more. It is
evidence of how national pride, history,
and language skills can be taught using
handmade resources, guided by a
standard of excellence that comes from
the heart.

This is the essence of the Docente
Meduca: an educator who does not wait
for ideal conditions to fulfill their
mission, but understands that their
greatest teaching resource is their own
commitment.

Because in Panama, the true strength of
education is not found in buildings—it is
found in its teachers.



As Panama continues to implement its
new competency-based English
curriculum, teachers are embracing
innovative ways to enhance teaching
and learning in the classroom. This
transition presents an exciting
opportunity to strengthen the
development of key language skills—
listening, reading, speaking, writing,
and mediation—through purposeful and
engaging instruction.

In this context, technology has become
a valuable ally. A variety of digital tools
can support teachers in designing
meaningful,curriculum-aligned learning
experiences. For example, platforms
such as Natural Readers, ElevenLabs,
Speechma, and Luvvoice allow
educators to create high-quality audio
materials that enrich listening activities.
Similarly, tools like Diffit and Brisk AI
help adapt texts and generate
comprehension  tasks,  making  it  easier 

to differentiate instruction and support
reading development.

For lesson planning and activity design,
Chalkie AI offers practical support by 
helping teachers create exercises that
align with curriculum goals. In addition,
NotebookLM and AI Studio provide
opportunities to design interactive
prompts and guided practice activities
that strengthen students’ speaking and
writing skills. Tools such as Sora also
enable the creation of short educational
videos, making lessons more dynamic
and accessible for learners.

Rather than replacing teacher expertise,
these resources enhance it—
empowering educators to deliver
engaging, competency-based instruction
even in contexts with limited resources.
By integrating technology thoughtfully,
teachers can continue to foster
meaningful language learning
experiences that are both creative and
aligned with national educational goals.

Empowering English Teachers Through
Technology

Tips & Best Practices
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By Marcia L. Miranda R.
T H E  M O N T H L Y  N E T W O R K E R

Professor Vanessa Quintero  (CEBG San Mateo, Chiriquí)
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Daniel Edwards C.
English Teacher at Escuela Puerto Rico

Profile of the Month

I have devoted my career to
transforming the English language
into a bridge that connects cultures
and generations. My professional
journey has unfolded across
classrooms, books, and the lives of
my students, guided by the belief
that teaching is both creative and
transformative.

I studied at the University of
Panama, earning a Bachelor of
Humanities with a specialization in
English, a Secondary Education
teaching qualification, and graduate
degrees in Higher Education
Teaching and English Linguistics
with an emphasis on Didactics.

I N S P I R I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E V E R Y  L E S S O N
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I have completed certifications in
English Phonetics, blended learning
with Moodle, virtual
communication strategies, and
language assessment for EFL
educators, and participated in
programs such as Transformative
English Teaching and the Panama
TESOL Summer Institute.

Since 2019, I have worked as an
English teacher and professor at the
Ministry of Education of Panama,
guiding students and fostering
opportunities through language. My
experience at Radius Global
Solutions Inc. strengthened my
communication skills and
broadened my professional
perspective.

Although my achievements can be
measured through experience and
qualifications, my most meaningful
contribution is reflected in my
students. By encouraging curiosity,
critical thinking, and
communication, I strive to help
learners grow with confidence and
develop the skills needed to succeed
beyond the classroom.
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T H E  M O N T H L Y  N E T W O R K E R

Teacher Quick Takes

Tayyab Shinwari - B.Ed Professional | Educational & Sports Science Researcher | Curriculum
Specialist | Educational Philosophy & Motivational Psychology - Institute of Education and

Research, University of Peshawar, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan-.

Formative vs Summative vs Diagnostic Assessment:

Are We Measuring Learning or Understanding Learners?

In contemporary educational research, assessment is no longer merely about
grading performance. It is about informing instruction, identifying gaps, and
improving learning outcomes. Yet, many educators still confuse three foundational
assessment approaches.  To clarify how each approach serves learners differently,
the following graphic breaks down the key purposes and uses of formative,
summative, and diagnostic assessments.
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Call to action! Join
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FUN      FACT

Chalkie AI is an AI-powered tool designed

to help educators create lesson plans,

slides, worksheets, and activities in

minutes. Simply enter a topic and grade

level, and the platform generates ready-to-

use classroom content.

✨ Why educators like it:

Saves valuable lesson planning time

Produces engaging, customizable

materials

Supports a wide range of subjects and

grade levels

💸 Good to know:

Chalkie AI offers a free version, making it

easy to explore its features before

upgrading.

👉  Visit https://chalkie.ai/en to explore the free

tool and see if it fits your teaching needs.

I N S P I R I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E V E R Y  L E S S O N

Did you know that many everyday
expressions come from William
Shakespeare? Phrases like “break the
ice,” “wild-goose chase,” and “heart of
gold” were first popularized in his plays. 

Today, people around the world use
them without even realizing their origin.  
His influence goes far beyond literature
—he continues to shape how we
communicate more than 400 years
later. 

What better way to celebrate English
Language Day than by using a few
Shakespearean phrases yourself?

Chalkie AI: A Smarter
Tool for Educators

Resource Corner

Contact Us:

María Del Pilar Guerrra (The Monthly
Networker Editing  Assistant):

       maria.guerra@meduca.gob.pa

Angela Distin (The Monthly Networker Editing
Assistant):

       angela.distin@meduca.gob.pa

DNELE Office: 524-9832
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Vocabulary growth requires repeated, meaningful use—not just exposure.
The Word of the Week Challenge emphasizes depth over quantity by
focusing on one high-value word at a time.

How It Works
Select one useful word or expression.
Display it prominently in the classroom.
Encourage students to use it in speaking and writing all week.
Recognize creative or accurate usage.

Example Word: Challenge (noun & verb)

Students must:
Use it at least once in speaking.
Include it in a short paragraph.
Notice it in a reading text.

Example student sentence:
 “Learning phrasal verbs is challenging, 
but it’s a challenge I want to overcome.”

Extension Ideas
Explore collocations: face a challenge, take on a challenge
Discuss word forms: challenging, challenged
Invite students to nominate the next word

Why It Works
Supports deeper vocabulary retention
Encourages noticing and recycling
Builds learner ownership

Small focus. Big impact.

I N S P I R I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E V E R Y  L E S S O N

Word of the Week Challenge

Quick Share Corner
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	Words From Our Director

	Advancing Through Teamwork
	April has been a month marked by collaboration, creativity, and innovation. Teachers and supervisors worked closely to strengthen their understanding of the new program and exchanged strategies to enhance its implementation.
	Our school visits confirmed with satisfaction that teachers are consistently teaching aligned themes and following the program. This progress reflects a significant step toward the nationwide standardization of the new curriculum; an achievement that highlights our collective commitment.
	We encourage you to maintain this enthusiasm. The positive outcomes and feedback we are already receiving demonstrate the impact of your dedication.
	We also extend our appreciation to the Metropolitan School of Panama, whose annual workshops continue to provide valuable insights into current pedagogical practices.
	Preparations for the national English test are advancing. To support this process, instructional videos and slides in both English and Spanish have been developed
	for teachers, grade-level educators, and principals. These resources clarify the objectives of the tests and provide guidance on data entry procedures. April also offered opportunities for community engagement. Schools celebrated Easter and English Language Day, fostering unity and providing students with meaningful occasions to practice and showcase their language skills.
	As we reflect on these accomplishments, it is clear that each initiative, whether through classroom innovation, national test preparation, or community celebrations, contributes to a stronger, more unified educational system. The collective efforts of teachers, supervisors, and partner institutions are laying the foundation for lasting impact, ensuring that our students are well-prepared to thrive academically and personally.
	Thank you for your continued commitment to excellence. Together, we are advancing education and achieving milestones that will benefit students across the country.
	Kind regards,
	Ms. Davina Cole
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	Regional News & Updates

	New Psycho-Pedagogical Office in Colón Will Benefit Hundreds of Students
	From The Press Center of the Ministry of Education
	With the aim of strengthening the emotional well-being of the educational community at Anastasia Mitre School, located in Palmas Bellas, Colón, the first psycho-pedagogical office was inaugurated. It is staffed by a psychologist and a social worker who will provide guidance and support to students, parents, teachers, and administrative staff.
	Verushka Ordás, National Director of Psychoeducational Services, stated that this office will provide socio-emotional support, develop preventive programs, and offer timely individual attention in coordination with other school departments, such as special education and guidance.
	She explained that with the implementation of 33 new offices, the Ministry of Education will impact more than 34,000 students in 54 schools, reaching for the first time the regions of Guna Yala and Ngäbe-Buglé, for a total of 212 offices nationwide.
	Social worker Victoria Chirú described the initiative as both a challenge and a rewarding team effort to support students.
	School principal Maura Lawrence emphasized that this space will foster understanding, strengthen emotions, and help students discover their potential.
	This new office will also benefit nearby schools in the Colón region.
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	Letter from the Editor
	As we welcome the April 2026 edition of our newsletter, we continue to celebrate the dedication, innovation, and collaborative spirit that define our educational community.
	This month’s edition highlights meaningful progress in the implementation of the new English curriculum, with a particular focus on assessment as a tool for learning. As explored in our feature article, evaluation is evolving beyond traditional practices to become a dynamic, reflective process that supports the development of competencies and real-world communication skills. This shift challenges us to rethink how we measure learning and how we guide our students toward meaningful language use.
	Across our regional sections, we witness this transformation in action. From professional development initiatives such as METWork and regional workshops, to classroom experiences that promote creativity, inclusion, and active student engagement, teachers are shaping learning environments that truly reflect the goals of the new curriculum.
	We also celebrate opportunities that extend beyond our borders.  The Barbados–Panama Study Visit reminds us of the importance of international collaboration in strengthening language learning, exchanging best practices, and fostering intercultural understanding among educators and students alike.
	This edition features Daniel Edwards in our Profile of the Month, recognizing a career grounded in commitment, growth, and impact. Our additional sections, including Teacher Quick Takes, Resource Corner, and Quick Share Corner, offer practical ideas and tools to support your ongoing work.
	Happy Reading!
	Raúl Sieiro Editor, The Monthly Networker
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	Implementing the guidelines presents both challenges and opportunities for English educators. Teachers are encouraged to rethink traditional practices and embrace a more intricate and relevant evaluative approach that aligns closely with language's intrinsic nature as a tool for communication.
	In this emerging landscape, evaluation involves observing, interpreting, and supporting the development of competencies that enable students to thrive in real-world contexts.
	Consequently, assessment evolves from a conclusive aspect of education into a vital component of the learning process itself.
	Furthermore, the appreciation component acknowledges crucial learning dimensions; that expanded evaluative perspective encompasses essential attitudinal aspects that, while often overlooked, are vital for the holistic development of students and the establishment of effective communicative competence.
	English becomes their “passport,” enabling them to explore beyond their immediate environment and envision a broader future.
	A Collective Effort
	Moving Forward with Purpose
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	Regional News & Updates

	Barbados - Panama Study Visit Strengthens Language Learning and Regional Collaboration
	By Rosa María Cely Herrera
	From 11 to 17 April 2026, a group of 15 secondary school students and 8 Spanish teachers from Barbados participated in a Study Visit to Panama, organised by CAF – Development Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean, in partnership with Ciudad del Saber, within the framework of the SOMOS – Spanish Opens More Opportunities programme.
	The Study Visit was designed as a full immersion experience aimed at strengthening participants’ Spanish language skills, fostering intercultural understanding, and promoting closer ties between Barbados and Panama. Throughout the week, students and teachers engaged in daily Spanish language sessions, alongside a rich programme of cultural and educational activities, including visits to key historical and cultural sites such as Casco Viejo, the Panama Canal (Miraflores Locks), and the Biomuseo. The       programme       also         included
	workshops on innovation, sustainability, and entrepreneurship, contributing to the development of critical 21st-century skills.
	A central component of the programme was the academic exchange with Panamanian institutions, which provided participants with valuable insights into the country’s education system and its approaches to language learning. These exchanges created meaningful opportunities for dialogue, peer learning, and the sharing of best practices in language education.
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	A particularly significant highlight of the Study Visit was the roundtable discussion between education professionals from both countries. The session brought together Ms Davina Cole, Director of the National Directorate for Foreign Language Teaching (DNELE) at the Ministry of Education (MEDUCA), three (3) English teachers from Panama, and seven (7) Spanish teachers from Barbados. The discussion, titled “What brings us together? Our shared challenges”, provided a dynamic space to reflect on common classroom realities, student motivation, and the evolving role of language education.
	Participants exchanged practical experiences and explored innovative approaches to teaching languages, identifying opportunities for continued collaboration and professional development between educators in Barbados and Panama.
	The involvement of MEDUCA was instrumental in enriching this dialogue
	and strengthening institutional links between both countries. The presence and active engagement of its representatives underscored Panama’s commitment to international cooperation in education and to the promotion of multilingual competencies as a driver of development.
	The Study Visit forms part of CAF’s broader efforts to position Spanish as a strategic tool for employability, regional integration, and economic opportunity in the English-speaking Caribbean.
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	Regional Highlights

	COLÓN
	Colón, Panama, recently hosted a meaningful educational visit as students from the Access Program participated in an enriching exchange focused on language learning through real-life content. The activity provided students with the opportunity to engage in discussions about cultural identity, shared values, and the importance of embracing their heritage while pursuing academic and personal goals.
	The event featured remarks by Ambassador   Cabrera, a     proud     Cuban
	American, whose message highlighted the connections that unite Latin American communities. Also in attendance was DNELE Director Davina Cole, underscoring the strong collaboration between educational institutions and diplomatic partners to support student development.
	This initiative reflects the ongoing commitment in Colón to promote educational opportunities and create spaces for dialogue, learning, and mutual growth among young people in the region.
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	Regional Highlights

	CHIRIQUÍ
	In Chiriquí, on April 17, an institutional fair was held where government institutions showcased their work and programs. MEDUCA participated, and DNELE presented the work it carries out in schools.
	We also introduced the new English curriculum in Panamanian education, based on the Common European Framework of Reference and adapted to the national context.  It begins with topics such   as family, animals, and places, then
	expands to students’ communities, and later to Panama’s biodiversity, culture, and traditions. At higher levels, students develop English for academic and professional purposes.
	The activity included interaction with students through a question-and-answer game. Events like this highlight students’ motivation and promote English as a tool for social development, especially for those in the comarcas.
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	Regional Highlights

	PANAMA CENTRO
	Teachers from the English departments of the Ricardo Miró, Ernesto T. Lefevre, Omar Torrijos Herrera, Manuel A. Amador, and Francisco Arias Paredes educational centers participated in a pedagogical workshop aimed at enhancing the quality of education through teaching methods aligned with the updated English curriculum.
	Thanks to the invaluable support               of Professor Nancy Osorio and the contribution of Quality Leadership (QLU), educators       from      all    levels   had   the
	opportunity to clarify questions related to quarterly and weekly planning. The session was led by English Regional Supervisor Nilka Luna and Coordinator Dennise Concepción.
	One of the key outcomes of the workshop was the creation of spaces for professional development, fostering improved teaching practices, promoting meaningful learning, and supporting educational transformation through active teacher participation.
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	Regional Highlights

	PANAMA OESTE
	Creativity and a love for reading came alive at Escuela Bilingüe República de Costa Rica, where teacher Keyda Bellido implemented the engaging Book Passarella activity with kindergarten students in celebration of Spanish Language Day. Through this initiative, children had the opportunity to showcase their favorite books in a fun and dynamic way, combining reading, oral expression, and play.
	This experience stood out not only for promoting early literacy skills, but also for building students’ confidence, encouraging participation, and strengthening family involvement. We extend our appreciation to teacher Keyda for this inspiring effort and encourage other teachers across the country to continue creating meaningful, creative learning experiences that foster a love for reading from the earliest years.
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	Regional Highlights

	SAN MIGUELITO
	CELEBRATING EASTER THROUGH CREATIVITY AND LEARNING AT ROGELIO SINÁN SCHOOL
	To deepen first- and second-grade students’ understanding of the meaning of Easter at Rogelio Sinán School in the San Miguelito Region, they participated in a series of carefully planned activities focused on its significance. These activities were designed to be engaging and age-appropriate, allowing students to explore the meaning of Easter in a way that was both meaningful and memorable. Through guided discussions and hands-on experiences, students were able   to   connect   the celebration with  its
	underlying message.
	Throughout the process, students developed creativity and strengthened their active participation skills. They demonstrated their learning by sharing experiences, creating crafts, singing songs, and expressing reflections related to the Resurrection of Jesus. By presenting their work and ideas to their peers, they not only reinforced their understanding but also built confidence and a sense of community within the classroom.
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	Regional Highlights

	SAN MIGUELITO
	REINFORCEMENT SHOWCASE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW ENGLISH CURRICULUM
	The Reinforcement Showcase on the Implementation of the New English Curriculum, held in the San Miguelito region, was conceived as a professional development space aimed at strengthening teachers’ pedagogical practices. The event brought together educators from primary, pre-media, and academic secondary levels, fostering a deeper understanding of the curriculum through practical, evidence-based approaches.
	Facilitators representing preschool, elementary, and high school levels led the showcase, drawing from their own classroom    experiences    with    the    new
	curriculum. Their objective was to demonstrate that its implementation is both feasible and effective. Through their presentations, they illustrated how teachers can create dynamic, engaging, and participatory learning environments by incorporating real-life materials and integrating technology as a central component of instruction.
	Throughout the showcase, participants gained valuable insights into designing detailed lesson plans, applying effective classroom strategies, and utilizing both digital and physical instructional resources. By observing successful classroom practices, teachers were able to
	Supervisors, principals, and sub-directors from schools across the region gathered eagerly to explore the ins and outs of bringing the new curriculum to life.
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	better understand how these approaches enhance student learning and promote active classroom engagement.
	This initiative reflects a strong commitment to continuous professional development and the ongoing improvement of teaching and learning processes. As a result, educators are better equipped to design engaging lessons, implement interactive activities, and foster meaningful student participation, ensuring the effective delivery of the new English curriculum in a dynamic, interactive, and student-centered way.
	The photograph shows teachers presenting a low-cost, real-life material to support reading comprehension. Using simple, accessible resources, it promotes student interaction and helps learners understand texts through visual, hands-on activities, demonstrating that effective tools need not be expensive, but meaningful and engaging.
	Integrating songs into lessons enhances listening comprehension by engaging both visual and cognitive pathways in a natural and engaging way. Rhythm, repetition, and vivid cues help students process and retain language more effectively, while the multisensory approach keeps learning dynamic, meaningful, and enjoyable.
	High school facilitators deepened teachers’ understanding of curriculum planning and its connection to essential competencies. Teachers also explored effective strategies for teaching listening and reading, expanding their classroom toolkit.
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	Regional Highlights

	VERAGUAS
	As part of the English Day celebration, eleven schools in Veraguas paid tribute to William Shakespeare, recognizing his lasting influence on the English language. Inspired by Sonnet 18, students engaged in activities such as recitations, murals, videos, and presentations that showcased their creativity, comprehension, and language skills.
	Institutions such as Escuela Normal Juan Demóstenes Arosemena stood out for their formal ceremonies, where the sonnet was delivered with precision and respect. Others, including IPT Pablo Pinzón, Colegio Juan José Cánovas, and Instituto Urracá, combined artistic expression with research through murals
	and visual displays of Shakespeare’s life and work.
	Schools such as Jaime Melamed, La Peña, and Bonifacio Alvarado in Soná incorporated dynamic formats like civic events and audiovisual productions, making classical literature more accessible to younger audiences. Meanwhile, IPT Alto de Piedra, IPT César Clavel, and Ricardo Martinelli Pardini reinforced English learning through creative expression.
	These initiatives highlight English as a living legacy that continues to inspire across generations.
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	Success Story - Veraguas

	Teaching Beyond Walls: The True Strength of Education
	By Professor Ilsa Herrera
	At C.B.G. Roberto Cibala, located in Norte de Santa Fe, in the corregimiento of Río Luis, an old wooden door has been transformed into something unexpected: a gallery. Hand-cut letters carefully arranged across its surface spell out “The Best of Panama.” Surrounding them, photographs of the Panama Canal are mounted on pink construction paper, decorated with glitter flowers and descriptive words such as “famous,” “interesting,” and “history.”
	There are no interactive screens here. No freshly painted walls. No air conditioning.
	Yet within this modest setting, something powerful is taking place.
	This image, captured in one of Panama’s public schools, reflects a defining truth about the Panamanian educator: teaching is not limited by infrastructure—it is driven by vocation. Where there is a teacher committed to forming citizens with identity and critical thinking, any space can become a classroom.
	The Ministry of Education recognizes that the quality of education is built daily by teachers who, through creativity and dedication, rise above material limitations to provide meaningful learning experiences. What may appear to be  a  simple  poster  about the Panama
	Canal is, in reality, much more. It is evidence of how national pride, history, and language skills can be taught using handmade resources, guided by a standard of excellence that comes from the heart.
	This is the essence of the Docente Meduca: an educator who does not wait for ideal conditions to fulfill their mission, but understands that their greatest teaching resource is their own commitment.
	Because in Panama, the true strength of education is not found in buildings—it is found in its teachers.
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	Tips & Best Practices

	Empowering English Teachers Through Technology
	Professor Vanessa Quintero  (CEBG San Mateo, Chiriquí)
	As Panama continues to implement its new competency-based English curriculum, teachers are embracing innovative ways to enhance teaching and learning in the classroom. This transition presents an exciting opportunity to strengthen the development of key language skills—listening, reading, speaking, writing, and mediation—through purposeful and engaging instruction.
	In this context, technology has become a valuable ally. A variety of digital tools can support teachers in designing meaningful,curriculum-aligned learning experiences. For example, platforms such as Natural Readers, ElevenLabs, Speechma, and Luvvoice allow educators to create high-quality audio materials that enrich listening activities. Similarly, tools like Diffit and Brisk AI help adapt texts and generate comprehension  tasks,  making  it  easier
	to differentiate instruction and support reading development.
	For lesson planning and activity design, Chalkie AI offers practical support by  helping teachers create exercises that align with curriculum goals. In addition, NotebookLM and AI Studio provide opportunities to design interactive prompts and guided practice activities that strengthen students’ speaking and writing skills. Tools such as Sora also enable the creation of short educational videos, making lessons more dynamic and accessible for learners.
	Rather than replacing teacher expertise, these resources enhance it—empowering educators to deliver engaging, competency-based instruction even in contexts with limited resources. By integrating technology thoughtfully, teachers can continue to foster meaningful language learning experiences that are both creative and aligned with national educational goals.
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	Profile of the Month

	Daniel Edwards C.
	English Teacher at Escuela Puerto Rico
	I have completed certifications in English Phonetics, blended learning with Moodle, virtual communication strategies, and language assessment for EFL educators, and participated in programs such as Transformative English Teaching and the Panama TESOL Summer Institute.
	Since 2019, I have worked as an English teacher and professor at the Ministry of Education of Panama, guiding students and fostering opportunities through language. My experience at Radius Global Solutions Inc. strengthened my communication skills and broadened my professional perspective.
	Although my achievements can be measured through experience and qualifications, my most meaningful contribution is reflected in my students. By encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and communication, I strive to help learners grow with confidence and develop the skills needed to succeed beyond the classroom.
	I have devoted my career to transforming the English language into a bridge that connects cultures and generations. My professional journey has unfolded across classrooms, books, and the lives of my students, guided by the belief that teaching is both creative and transformative.
	I studied at the University of Panama, earning a Bachelor of Humanities with a specialization in English, a Secondary Education teaching qualification, and graduate degrees in Higher Education Teaching and English Linguistics with an emphasis on Didactics.
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	Teacher Quick Takes
	Formative vs Summative vs Diagnostic Assessment:
	Are We Measuring Learning or Understanding Learners?
	In contemporary educational research, assessment is no longer merely about grading performance. It is about informing instruction, identifying gaps, and improving learning outcomes. Yet, many educators still confuse three foundational assessment approaches.  To clarify how each approach serves learners differently, the following graphic breaks down the key purposes and uses of formative, summative, and diagnostic assessments.

	Tayyab Shinwari - B.Ed Professional | Educational & Sports Science Researcher | Curriculum Specialist | Educational Philosophy & Motivational Psychology - Institute of Education and Research, University of Peshawar, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan-.
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	Call to action! Join
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	Call to action! Join
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	Resource Corner

	Chalkie AI: A Smarter Tool for Educators
	Chalkie AI is an AI-powered tool designed to help educators create lesson plans, slides, worksheets, and activities in minutes. Simply enter a topic and grade level, and the platform generates ready-to-use classroom content.
	✨ Why educators like it:
	Saves valuable lesson planning time
	Produces engaging, customizable materials
	Supports a wide range of subjects and grade levels
	💸 Good to know: Chalkie AI offers a free version, making it easy to explore its features before upgrading.
	👉 Visit https://chalkie.ai/en to explore the free tool and see if it fits your teaching needs.

	FUN      FACT
	Did you know that many everyday expressions come from William Shakespeare? Phrases like “break the ice,” “wild-goose chase,” and “heart of gold” were first popularized in his plays.
	Today, people around the world use them without even realizing their origin.  His influence goes far beyond literature—he continues to shape how we communicate more than 400 years later.
	What better way to celebrate English Language Day than by using a few Shakespearean phrases yourself?
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	Quick Share Corner

	Word of the Week Challenge
	Vocabulary growth requires repeated, meaningful use—not just exposure. The Word of the Week Challenge emphasizes depth over quantity by focusing on one high-value word at a time.
	How It Works
	Select one useful word or expression.
	Display it prominently in the classroom.
	Encourage students to use it in speaking and writing all week.
	Recognize creative or accurate usage.
	Example Word: Challenge (noun & verb)
	Students must:
	Use it at least once in speaking.
	Include it in a short paragraph.
	Notice it in a reading text.
	Example student sentence:  “Learning phrasal verbs is challenging,  but it’s a challenge I want to overcome.”
	Extension Ideas
	Explore collocations: face a challenge, take on a challenge
	Discuss word forms: challenging, challenged
	Invite students to nominate the next word

	Why It Works
	Supports deeper vocabulary retention
	Encourages noticing and recycling
	Builds learner ownership
	Small focus. Big impact.
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